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1. INTRODUCTION

This policy brief was commissioned by Pada Platform to address the
urgent and growing challenge of Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based
Violence (TFGBV) in Zimbabwe. It provides a concise overview of the
prevalence of TFGBV, examines the existing legal framework and identifies
critical gaps in addressing this evolving form of violence. The brief is
specifically directed at the Ministry of Information Communication
Technology (ICT), the Ministry of Women's Affairs, Community, Small and
Medium Enterprises Development, Parliament, and the Gender
Commission, aiming to inform the development of comprehensive and
effective policy responses.

As this policy statement will show, addressing TFGBV in Zimbabwe requires
a multifaceted approach that considers institutional, structural,
community, and individual factors. Recognizing the influence of cultural
norms and varying interpretations of masculinity, interventions must be
context-specific and culturally sensitive. Understanding men'’s priorities
and values within the Zimbabwean context is crucial for designing
effective interventions. This entails engaging with men to understand their
experiences and perspectives, ensuring that programs resonate with the
target audience and address the root causes of TFGBV. Tailored, hyper-
contextual interventions, that consider the specific cultural understanding
of masculinity in Zimbabwe, are essential for achieving sustainable and
meaningful change
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1.1 RATIONALE

An analysis of TFGBV and a review of TFGBV linked policies in Zimbabwe,
which Pada Platform commissioned, revealed a disturbing TFGBV
prevalence, mirroring global concerns where digital platforms are
increasingly being exploited to perpetrate harm against individuals based
on their gender. This includes, but is not limited to, online harassment,
cyberstalking, non-consensual sharing of intimate images, online sexual
exploitation, and the spread of gendered hate speech. These acts have
devastating consequences for survivors, impacting their safety, well-
being, and participation in social, economic, and political life.

In 2018, the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women noted that
criminalisation of TFGBV is necessary so that victims can “protect their
human rights to privacy and dignity.” The report further stressed that
“States should adopt, or adapt (as appropriate) their criminal and civil
causes of action to hold perpetrators liable” and, in particular, “clearly
prohibit and criminalise online violence against women, in particular, the
non-consensual distribution of intimate images, online harassment and
stalking.”

The current legal landscape reveals some worrying gaps as pertining to
specific definitions, comprehensive coverage of online offenses, and
effective enforcement mechanisms. These inadequacies hinder the ability
of law enforcement and justice systems to effectively prevent, investigate,
and prosecute TFGBV cases, as well as provide adequate support and
protection to survivors.

Drawing upon the principles and recommendations outlined in the African
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR) Resolution 522 on
Addressing Violence Against Women and Girls in the Digital Age and the
recently adopted African Union Convention on Ending Violence Against
Women and Girls (AU-CEVAWG), this policy brief offers key
recommendations for strengthening Zimbabwe's response to TFGBV.
These recommendations focus on legislative reforms, need for capacity
building, prevention ad awareness strategies, inter-agency collaborations
and coordination and survivor support. Another aspect which the analysis
includes, which is also emphasized by the international law treaties, is for
greater cooperation between law enforcement agents and service
providers to identify perpetrators in the context of fundamental rights,
data protection laws and efficiency by the law enforcement and judicial
system in protecting victims of TFGBV.
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1.2 WHY ACTION ON TFGBV IS IMPERATIVE NOW
MORE THAN EVER

TFGBV in Zimbabwe poses a critical threat to women and girls,
exacerbated by rapid digital expansion and limitations in policy and legal
enforcement; despite existing legislation like the Cyber and Data
Protection Act (Chapter 12.07) a significant 51.6% of women reported
experiencing or witnessing online violence (Achieng, 2022). This often
leads to severe psychological, social, and economic impacts (Kadurira,
2024) for victims. Case studies reveal that targeted online harassment of
women politicians (Mtero et al, 2023) and the tragic rise of "cyber-
bullicide” among schoolchildren (Mutisi, 2023), underscore the urgent
need for comprehensive multisectoral strategies and interventions.

1.3 WHY TFGBV IS NOW THE NEW PANDEMIC

a. The digital revolution in Zimbabwe has brought unprecedented
connectivity but also a surge in TFGBV. TFGBV threatens fundamental
rights and freedoms, necessitating a comprehensive examination of
TFGBV's manifestations, prevalence, effects, and legal frameworks,
alongside practical solutions.

b. Zimbabwe's socio-economic and political instability and rapid mobile
technology adoption have created a fertile ground for online abuse, with
intimate partner violence (IPV) remaining deeply entrenched. TFGBV
mirrors IPV and is rooted in social and structural conditions that
normalize it, often reflecting societal constructions of masculinity that
equate aggression with normalcy.

c. Accurate TFGBV prevalence in Zimbabwe is often not easy to track. High
offine gender-based violence rates, with nearly 40% of women
experiencing physical violence, suggest a similar trend online. A 2020
Policy poll showed that 51.6% of women in Zimbabwe and other African
nations experienced or witnessed online abuse. An IFES (International
Foundation for Electoral Systems) study found that 60% of abusive
online content targeted women in politics, despite their
underrepresentation.The “Zimbabwe National Strategy to Prevent and
Address Gender Based Violence 2023-2030" acknowledges TFGBV's
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growth with digital technology. It noted a 60% increase in reported GBV
cases during COVID-19 lockdowns, indicating a likely TFGBV surge.
Young women and girls are particularly vulnerable. The strategy further
highlights specific vulnerabilities, namely for women and girls with
disabilities (are three times more likely to experience sexual violence),
minority ethnic groups (facing multiple discriminations), and those in
rural areas or poverty (with limited access to resources).

d. Underreporting obscures true TFGBV prevalence. The ‘Zimbabwe
National Strategy to Prevent and Address Gender Based Violence 2023-
2030" notes poor help-seeking behavior, with only 37.7% of women
experiencing physical or sexual violence seeking assistance. Online
anonymity makes it difficult to track.
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2. FORMS, MANIFESTATIONS AND
IMPACTS OF TFGBY

TFGBV in Zimbabwe manifests in a variety of forms, each with its own

unique characteristics and impacts:

FORM OF TFGBV

IMPACT(S)

@ cyberstalking and Online
Harassment:
includes unwelcome, continuous
correspondence, threats, or online
tracking and monitoring.

Non-Consensual Sharing of

Intimate Images (NCII):

unapproved sharing of personal photos,
frequently done with the intention of
dehumanising or frightening the victim.

@ online Hate Speech and Bullying:
includes planned attacks against
female politicians, journalists, and
activists as well as gendered insults and
misogynistic slurs (Amnesty
International, 2018)

@ poxing:
Another type of TFGBV is when private
information—such as addresses, phone
numbers, or family details—is made
public with the intention of intimidating
or hurting someone.

@ Sexual Exploitation and Grooming:
One particularly pernicious kind of
TFGBV which uses internet platforms
(Baekgaard, 2024).

This can leave the victim feeling
constantly afraid and insecure, this kind of
assault is very pernicious.

NCIl can have disastrous effects on a
victim's reputation and social position in
life where there is a significant level of
societal stigma associated with sexuality.
The damage is increased by the quick
dissemination of pictures via messaging
applications and social media.

Women's involvement in public life may be
discouraged by this kind of violence, which
can also foster an atmosphere of
intimidation and fear.

This can be wused in Zimbabwe to
physically attack or silence women who
speak out against injustice

Young women and girls in Zimbabwe,
where poverty and inequality are
pervasive, may be especially at risk from
internet predators who entice them with
money or other incentives for trafficking
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IMPACT(S)

@ Gendered Disinformation:
Gendered Disinformation is being used
across Africa as a tactic to silence
critics and exclude women from online
civic discourses. This has mostly
targeted female politicians and other
women in the public eye.

@ cyberflashing:
Sending women unsolicited nude or
sexual images or videos via the internet,
apps, or text messages.

@ surveillance/Tracking:
Using technology like spyware, tracking
apps, or even smart home devices to
monitor someone’s activities and
movements without their knowledge or
consent.

In Zimbabwe it is used to undermine a
woman’s  eligibility to hold office.
Unverified information can be used to
break a woman’s career and push her out
before she can establish herself.

Victims may be reluctant to report
because of stigma

May go on for a long time without the
victim realising it and may result in
kidnappings or femicide

2.1 OTHER FORMS OF TFGBV IMPACTS

Psychological Impact:

Victims commonly experience post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
anxiety, depression, and suicidal thoughts. "Digital platforms often serve as
precursors for violence." (Kadurira, 2024).

Social Impact:

Victims engage in self-censorship, disengage from public debate, and
reduce digital engagement. "The anonymity of online interactions creates
a culture of impunity that emboldens perpetrators” (Kadurira, 2024).

Economic Impact:

TFGBV negatively impacts career prospects, business opportunities, and
digital entrepreneurship. Victims experience reduced productivity due to
restricted online activity (Kadurira, 2024). A 2020 report by Plan
International indicates that women experiencing online abuse are twice as
likely to reduce their digital engagement, which directly restricts their

economic opportunities.
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3. LEGAL AND POLICY FRAMEWORK GAPS

Zimbabwe has a number of legal instruments that can be used to address
TFGBV, though gaps remain in their specific application to online abuse.

e Constitution of Zimbabwe (2013):

o This guarantees rights to privacy, dignity, and protection from
violence. These constitutional rights provide a broad legal basis for
addressing TFGBV.

However, specific legislation is often required to translate these rights into
effective remedies for victims of online abuse.

e Cyber and Data Protection Act (Chapter 12: 07):

This Act amends offences in Section 162 of the Criminal Law Codification
and Reform Act to criminalise the following offences;
o hacking
unlawful acquisition of data
unlawful | terference with data
unlawful disclosure
unlawful use of data
transmission of data inciting violence
sending threatening messages
cyberbullying and harrassment
transmitting false information, intimate data without consent, racist
and xenophobic material, and child sexual abuse material.

0O 0O 0 0O 0O 0 o o

Just having a section in the Act, without a support framework such as a
strategy or action plan for implementation, awareness, follow up and data
gathering often poses challenges.

e Domestic Violence Act (Chapter 5:16)

o This Act provides protection against gender-based violence, but it
lacks explicit provisions for online abuse.

While it can be used in cases where online abuse is an extension of
domestic violence, its limitations highlight the need for more specific
legislation.
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3.1 OTHER GAPS AND CHALLENGES IN ZIMBABWE'S RESPONSE
TO TFGBV

In Zimbabwe, despite the progressive strides made in enacting cyber
legislation, the practical application of these laws to combat TFGBV
reveals significant gaps and challenges that hinder effective protection for
women and girls.

3.1.1. EnforcementlIssues:

The enforcement of cyber laws in Zimbabwe is hampered by a confluence
of factors, primarily rooted in the limited capacity of law enforcement
agencies. Specifically:

e Resource Constraints: Law enforcement agencies in Zimbabwe face
significant resource limitations, including inadequate equipment,
outdated software, and insufficient funding for investigations. Digital
investigations often require specialized software and hardware, which
are expensive and may not be readily available. The limited budget
allocations for law enforcement also impact their ability to conduct
thorough investigations and pursue prosecutions.

e Geographical Disparities: Even though internet availability is
expanding, rural areas frequently lack the resources and knowledge
that larger centres have. For women and girls in remote regions, who
might be more susceptible to online abuse, this discrepancy creates a
protection gap.

¢ Reporting and Response Time: Challenges indicated above can result
in slow response to reported cases of TFGBV which can discourage
victims from seeking help.

e Legal Ambiguities: Zimbabwe's legal framework, while containing
relevant provisions, suffers from ambiguities that impede its
effectiveness in addressing TFGBV.

e Cross-Border Jurisdiction: The internet transcends national borders,
and many forms of TFGBV originate from outside Zimbabwe. The legal
framework's ability to address cross-border cybercrimes is limited,
creating challenges in pursuing perpetrators who operate from other
countries.
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e Evidence Collection: The admissibility of digital evidence in
Zimbabwean courts can be problematic. The lack of clear guidelines
and procedures for collecting and preserving digital evidence can lead
to cases being dismissed due to technicalities.

e Awareness and Education Deficit: A significant obstacle to combating
TFGBV in Zimbabwe is the lack of public awareness regarding legal
remedies and reporting mechanisms: Many women and girls are
unaware of their rights and the legal protections available to them.
Public awareness campaigns on TFGBV are limited, particularly in rural
areas.

e Stigma and Fear: Social stigma surrounding gender-based violence,
coupled with fear of retaliation, discourages victims from reporting
online abuse. Many victims are afraid of being judged or blamed for
the violence they experience.

¢ Lack of Trust in Reporting Mechanisms: Some victims lack trust in law
enforcement and other reporting mechanisms, fearing that their cases
will not be taken seriously or that they will be further victimized. Social
media also plays a major role in deterring from reporting by
continuous publication of how the system fails victim. There is no
concrete evidence to demonstrate this failure, but social media
opinions are influential.

¢ Digital Literacy Gaps: A significant portion of the population, especially
in rural areas and other low-income communities have limited
technical fluency of digital devicest difficult for them to understand the
risks of TFGBV and to navigate online spaces safely.

e Tech Company Cooperation: The cooperation of technology
companies is crucial for addressing TFGBV, but in Zimbabwe, this
collaboration is often inadequate

e Content Moderation Challenges: Technology companies operating in
Zimbabwe often struggle to effectively moderate harmful content,
including hate speech and non-consensual intimate images. There
has been a significant shift in Big Tech Companies that own the social
media platform. The change from Twitter to X resulted in less efforts
towards content moderation. Changes in policies in the United States
have also affected the platforms since fact-checking controls were
removed after the signing of the “Restoring Freedom of Speech and
Ending Federal Censorship” executive order. Since platforms that have



been used as vehicles of TFGBV are mostly Global North companies
this means women all over the world will be affected. Reporting
offensive content has become more difficult since platforms now
regard offenders as people who are exercising their freedom of
speech. This also means cases of gendered disinformation will often
go unaddressed since the executive order does not recognize
disinformation.

¢ Lack of Localized Policies: Many technology companies lack localized
policies and procedures for addressing TFGBV in general. This can lead
to inconsistent application of content moderation standards and a
failure to address the specific needs of Zimbabwean users.
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4. RECOMMENDATION FOR A DEDICATED
TFGBV POLICY

While Zimbabwe's existing legal framework addresses certain aspects of
online harm and gender-based violence, there is a critical and urgent
need for a specific, comprehensive policy dedicated to addressing
Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence (TFGBV). This policy is not
intended to replace existing legislation but rather to complement and
strengthen it by acknowledging the unique characteristics, complexities,
and scale of gender-based violence perpetrated through digital
technologies.

4.1 PLUGGING THE LIMITATIONS OF CURRENT LEGISLATION IN
ADDRESSING TFGBV NECESSITATES A DEDICATED POLICY
FOR SEVERAL KEY REASONS:

¢ Definition and Scope: Current cybercrime or VAW legislation is limited
in terms of the specific definitions and understanding of the nuances
inherent in TFGBV. Behaviors like online harassment, cyberstalking,
image-based sexual abuse, and sextortion, while harmful and
gendered are not explicitly defined and adequately addressed under
existing laws. A dedicated policy can provide clear definitions, ensuring
that these specific forms of abuse are recognized and criminalized
appropriately.

e TFGBV Gendered Lens: Existing legislation does not adequately
recognize the gendered nature of TFGBV, where women and girls are
disproportionately targeted and experience unique forms of online
violence. A dedicated policy can adopt a gender-sensitive approach,
acknowledging the power imbalances and societal norms that fuel
TFGBV and ensuring that interventions are tailored to the specific
needs and experiences of survivors. This includes recognizing the role
of online platforms in perpetuating harmful gender stereotypes and
facilitating abuse.

¢ Investigation and Prosecution: Investigating and prosecuting TFGBV
cases presents unique challenges related to digital evidence,
jurisdiction,and the transnational nature of TFGBV. Law enforcement
agencies and the judiciary have not been adequately capacitated
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with the specialized training and resources required to effectively
handle these cases. A dedicated policy should mandate specialized
training for law enforcement and judicial officers, establish clear
protocols for digital evidence collection and admissibility, and explore
mechanisms for cross-border cooperation in addressing TFGBV.

e Focus on Prevention and Awareness: Current legislation primarily
focuses on criminalization and punishment. A comprehensive TFGBV
policy can incorporate proactive measures for prevention and
awareness. This includes public education campaigns on online safety,
responsible technology use, and the unacceptability of online gender-
based violence as articulated by Resolution 522. It can also mandate
the integration of digital safety and consent education into school
curricula and community outreach programs.

e Enhanced Collaboration with Technology Companies: Technology
companies play a significant role in the online environment where
TFGBV occurs. Existing legislation does not adequately address their
responsibilities in preventing and addressing abuse on their platforms.
A dedicated policy can foster collaboration with technology
companies to develop and implement platform-specific safety
features, reporting mechanisms, and content moderation policies that
effectively address TFGBV. It can also establish clear expectations for
their cooperation with law enforcement investigations. As much as a
local policy will not solve the issues presented by the big tech
companies at least Zimbabwean internet service providers can
collaborate better with the law to ensure digital safety for women if
there is a clear policy on their engagement.

¢ Improved Support for Survivors: Survivors of TFGBV often face unique
challenges, including online re-traumatization and the widespread
dissemination of harmful content. A dedicated policy can mandate the
provision of specialized support services tailored to the needs of TFGBV
survivors, including online counseling, digital safety resources, and
legal assistance. It can also address the issue of online content
removal and the long-term impact of online abuse.

e Addressing Emerging Threats: The digital landscape is constantly
evolving, with new technologies and platforms emerging that can be
misused for gender-based violence. A dedicated policy provides a
framework for proactively addressing these emerging threats, such as
the misuse of Artificial Intelligence in creating deepfake pornography
or the use of surveillance technologies for stalking and harassment.
This allows for a more agile and responsive approach to combating
TFGBV in the face of technological advancements.
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4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEVERAGING ON REGIONAL
FRAMEWORKS

a. AU-CEVAWG

The recently adopted AU-CEVAWG acknowledges how online spaces
increase the probability of online violence and includes it under the
defiinitions of VAWG. Article 5 enjoins African states to enanct and enforce
laws that fight VAWG inclusing in cyber spaces. Articles 8 and 10 further
encourages programmes that address the eradication of cyberspace
violence.

b. ACHPR Resolution 522

The Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) Zimbabwe has been actively
promoting the implementation of Resolution 522 within the country,
demonstrating its relevance and potential impact (MISA Zimbabwe, 2024;
MISA Zimbabwe, 2023). The African Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights (ACHPR) Resolution 522's key provisions align with the identified
gaps and offer practical strategies for strengthening Zimbabwe's
response to TFGBV and these include;

e Legal Reforms:

o The resolution demands that TFGBV be specifically made a crime
under national legislation. This is in line with the requirement to
resolve legal ambiguities in Zimbabwe's current system.

o "Ensuring women's equal protection under the law, equal standing
before the law, and access to justice are essential components of
protecting all of their human rights.” Rudman (2023). Legal changes
are therefore essential to shielding women from TFGBV.

* Protection Measures:

o The resolution emphasizes the need for enhanced safeguards for
women in digital spaces. This includes measures to promote digital
literacy, provide access to safe reporting mechanisms, and support
victims of TFGBV.

» Stakeholder Cooperation:

o The resolution stresses the importance of improved collaboration
between states, civil society, and tech companies. This aligns with
the need to address the challenges related to tech company
cooperation in Zimbabwe.

* Awareness Campaigns:
o The resolution calls for initiatives to educate the public on digital
safety and rights. This aligns with the need to address the
awareness deficit in Zimbabwe.
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5. CONCLUSION: FORGING A SAFER
DIGITAL FUTURE FOR WOMEN AND
GIRLS IN ZIMBABWE

Addressing the insidious and pervasive issue of Technology-Facilitated
Gender-Based Violence (TFGBV) in Zimbabwe demands an urgent and
comprehensive relook/reform of existing legal and policy frameworks. This
policy brief underscores the critical need for the development and
adoption of a targeted national policy aimed specifically at combating
TFGBV, moving beyond generic cybercrime legislation to address the
unique gendered dimensions of online harm. The government needs leads
policy development and implementation, working in close partnership
with civil society organizations who possess invaluable expertise in
gender-based violence and victim support. Technology companies must
be active participants in finding solutions and ensuring their platforms are
not weaponized for abuse. Above all, the voices and experiences of
survivors must be central to shaping effective policies and support
systems.

Looking towards the future, the increasing prevalence of Artificial
Intelligence (Al) presents both opportunities and risks in the context of
TFGBV. It is therefore imperative that diversity and inclusion are
prioritized at the very forefront of Al development and deployment in
Zimbabwe. This proactive approach is crucial to prevent the creation and
proliferation of Al systems that inadvertently or intentionally perpetuate
existing societal gender biases and contribute to new forms of online
harm. Policymakers must anticipate and address the potential for Al to be
misused in the creation and dissemination of non-consensual intimate

images, the generation of targeted harassment, and other forms of TFGBV.
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ANNEX 1

TECHNOLOGY FACILITATED GENDER BASED VIOLENCE IN ZIMBABWE

CASE STUDIES

Case Study 1: Online Harassment Hinders Women Politicians in Zimbabwe*

Problem: Online harassment disproportionately targets women politicians in
Zimbabwe, using body-shaming, sexualized attacks, and threats to damage
reputations and discourage political participation (Achieng, 2022; Mtero et al,
2023).

Specific Abuse: Examples include:
o Attacks on Fadzayi Mahere focused on her marital status and her
motherhood status. (Mtero et al,, 2023).
o Sexualized insults directed at Tatenda Mavetera (Mtero et al,, 2023).\
o Attacks on Attorney General Virginia Mabhiza in a bid to undermine her
despite her credentials. Up to now her digital footprint is marred by these
attacks on her.

Impact:

* Decreased Representation: The 2023 elections saw a significant decline in
women nominated and elected to national office, partly due to increased
online harassment. Only 11% of parliamentary candidates were women (Mtero
et al, 2023).

* Escalating Online Violence: Women politicians face heightened online
harassment for challenging male authority (Mtero et al,, 2023).

* Deterring Participation: The persistent attacks create an unsafe political
environment, discouraging women from running for office (Mtero et al., 2023).

Key Findings form where? (Nordic Africa Institute):

* Online violence is a major factor in the decline of women in Zimbabwean
politics (Mtero et al, 2023).

* The government needs to strengthen efforts to combat hate speech and online
violence against women politicians (Mtero et al,, 2023[u2] ).

Essentially: Online attacks are effectively silencing women in Zimbabwe's political
sphere
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Case Study 2: Cyberbullying and Schoolchild Suicide in Zimbabwe**

Problem: Rising cyberbullying in Zimbabwe is tragically linked to schoolchild
suicides, with victims suffering severe mental health consequences from online
attacks (Mabvurira & Machimbidza, 2022; Mutisi, 2023).

Key Findings:

e Cyber-bullicide: Cyberbullying is directly linked to suicide among
schoolchildren in Zimbabwe, a phenomenon termed “cyber-bullicide” (Mutisi,
2023[u4] ).

 Legal Framework: Zimbabwe has laws against cyberbullying (Cyber Security
and Data Protection Act; Section 164B of the Criminal Law), but lacks specific
educational policies (Mabvurira & Machimbidza, 2022; Mutisi, 2023).

e School-Based Interventions: Schools need comprehensive strategies,
including education, policies, monitoring, and counseling, to prevent
cyberbullying (Mutisi, 2023).

* Parental Involvement: Parents must monitor online activity and maintain open
communication with children (Mutisi, 2023).

e Government Responsibilities: The government should invest in education,
awareness, research, and partnerships to combat cyberbullying (Mutisi, 2023).

* Mental Health Implications: Cyberbullying is a significant suicide risk factor,
requiring screening by parents, schools, and healthcare professionals (Mutisi,
2023).

Essentially: Cyberbullying is a critical threat to Zimbabwean schoolchildren,
necessitating stronger legal enforcement, school-based interventions, parental
vigilance, and government action to prevent tragic outcomes.

*Case Studyl: Online Harassment Hinders Women Politicians in Zimbabwe
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ABOUT PADA PLATFORM

The Pada Platform is a Zimbabwean feminist organization dedicated to
advancing women's rights through digital and media engagement. The
organization primarily focuses on digital inclusion, feminist movement building,
and advocating for safe virtual and offline spaces for women.

The organizational mission is “To create safe physical and virtual spaces for
young women, addressing their limited access to information and
opportunities through advocacy, development of tech and digital platforms,
content creation, training and feminist movement building.”

KEY OBJECTIVES

The Pada Platform works to achieve its mission through several key objectives:

e Addressing Information Gaps: They aim to close the gaps in access to
information that restrict women's participation in the public sphere.

e Promoting Media Literacy: The organization enhances women's capacity to
critically evaluate digital content, fostering media literacy.

e Advocating for Safe Spaces: They are committed to promoting and creating
safe environments for women and girls, both online and offline.

e Bridging the Gender Digital Divide: Through training and advocacy, the
Pada Platform strives to reduce the disparities in digital access and skills
between genders.

FEMINIST TECH FOCUS

With a strong investment in feminist tech, the Pada Platform actively addresses
imbalances created by emerging technologies. They also leverage technology
to combat violence against women and amplify the voices of young women.
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